improvement of medical education; and, by the well-judged exercise of the powers intrusted to them, the Courts of Assistants and Examiners have done more towards raising their department of the profession to the rank it deserves to hold, than could have been anticipated in so comparatively short a time.
To their patronage one branch of science is especially beholden; for, without their assistance, the means of its pursuit could scarcely have been within the reach of the London student: we mean Medical Botany. Convinced of the importance of the study, and perceiving the general want of materials for demonstration, they have most liberally opened the Chelsea Botanic Garden, which they have so long supported with so many sacrifices, and at such a great expense, to all medical students without exception ; and they annually offer a gold and silver medal as a further encouragement for the prosecution of this study, far too generally neglected. 
